
	

	

 

Application Pack 

 

WHAT IS TOAST POETS? 

TOAST Poets is a professional development project for mid-career poets. It takes the form of 
eleven workshops over the course of a year. Each TOAST poet is offered two, hour long 
mentoring sessions with an established poet or editor to discuss their work and what steps 
they might take to progress.  

After the completion of the course TOAST poets will be eligible for any performance events, 
discussion panels or other opportunities TOAST has on offer. 

 

WHAT ARE WE LOOKING FOR?  

We are looking for poets who work hard at their craft, poets who are past the emerging stage. 
You do not need to have written a first collection or pamphlet but should be looking at 
developing a comprehensive body of work. We are looking for poets who should be 
beginning to do one or all of the following: 

- Reading and writing poetry regularly 
- Be interested in developing a cohesive and professional body of work 
- Have taken steps already to develop their poetry to a professional standard 
- Begun to have their work published in magazines 
- Written their first pamphlet or one-person show 

 

WHAT DO YOU COMMIT TO?  

Poets will commit to attending all 11 workshops in London starting in October 2017 and 
ending in July 2018. If offered a place on the course all participants are expected to attend 
every session. If participants miss more than 2 sessions without explanation their place on the 
course will be reallocated. Exceptions will be made for illness and unexpected circumstances. 

Poets also commit to two, hour long mentoring session in London at the end of the course in 
November 2017 & in July 2018.  

Full dates and times of the workshops and mentoring can be found at the bottom of the 
application pack.  

 

 



	

	

 

HOW DO YOU APPLY?  

All applicants must send: 

- Up to 3 poems (12. Times New Roman, no more than 3 A4 pages)  
- A completed application form  
- A writer’s CV (1-2 pages) detailing their publication, work and performance so far 
- Please also include email and phone contact details. All applications should reach 

contact@toastpoetry.com by midnight on the 25th August 2017 

The application process will be overseen in partnership with Spread the Word who are kindly 
assisting us in the delivery of this stage of the project. Applicants will be contacted by Monday 
11 September 2017 to let them know if they have been successful.  

We look forward to reading your applications, 

Lewis Buxton & Harriet Creelman 

Directors 

TOAST 

 

  



	

	

 

All workshops will take place at Free Word Centre 60 Farringdon Road, London, EC1R 3GA 
with the exception of workshop 1 which will take place in the Clore Ballroom of the Royal 
Festival Hall, Southbank Centre.  

Mentoring will take place at The Albany, Douglas Way, Deptford, SE8 4AG 
 

AUTUMN 2017  

Workshop 1 Wednesday 4th October 2017 7-9pm 

Workshop 2 Wednesday 11th October 2017 7-9pm 

Workshop 3 Wednesday 18th October 2017  7-9pm 

Workshop 4 Wednesday 1st November 2017 7-9pm 

Workshop 5 Wednesday 15th November 2017 7-9pm 

Workshop 6 Wednesday 29th November 2017  7-9pm 

Mentoring Day 1 
Friday 8th December 2017 

10am-
5pm 

Mentoring Day 2  
Saturday 9th December 2017  

10am- 
5pm  

 

SUMMER 2017  

Workshop 7 Wednesday 2nd May 2018  7-9pm 

Workshop 8 Wednesday 16th May 2018  7-9pm 

Workshop 9 Wednesday 30th May 2018  7-9pm 

Workshop 10 Wednesday 13th June 2018  7-9pm 

Workshop 11 Wednesday 27th June 2018  7-9pm 

Mentoring Day 3 
Friday 13th July 2018   

10am- 
5pm  

Mentoring Day 4 
Saturday 14th July 2018  

10am-
5pm 

 

  



	

	

FAQs: 
 
Do Is there an age limit for TOAST poets? 
 
All we ask is that a poet is over 18, and meets at least one of the criteria listed. There is no 
upper age limit! 
  
Is this opportunity for London based poets only? 
 
The opportunity is open to poets across the UK.  However, the workshops will be held in 
London so any applicants will need to travel to London for these workshops in this instance. 
We currently do not have funding to support travel bursaries. 
 
What is the focus of TOAST Poets? 
 
What we are offering here is professional development: our tutors will work with you on 
your writing and how you might present that to a publisher or audience. We are focused on 
YOU as a writer and your poetry and on curating a community of poets who will support 
one another in their development.  
  
Why TOAST poets? 
 
TOAST poets was developed after a consensus within the community of mid-career poets, 
who are working part-professionally or aiming to within poetry, that a sustained opportunity 
for development was missing from the literature scene. 
  
How many places are there? 
 
In this first round of TOAST poets, there are 12 places available. Previously, we had over 90 
applications. This means, if you are successful in your application, that if you are unable to 
attend more than one of the sessions listed above or you miss more than one session your 
place will be allocated to another poet on our waiting list.  
  
Does it cost me anything? 
 
Thanks to our funders Arts Council England, the workshops and mentoring are offered free 
to participants. You will need to be able to cover your travel to and from the sessions. 
  
Who runs TOAST poets? 
 
TOAST is run by poet/producers Harriet Creelman and Lewis Buxton. The scheme is funded 
by Arts Council England and supported by London’s literature development organisation 
Spread the Word. 
 


